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POGODIN, Nikolai Feodorovich (Stukalov) (1900-       ).   Contemporary
m Russian dramatist.   Author of Kremlin Chimes.   Very popular.
PUSHKIN, Alexander Sergeyevich (1799-1837). The greatest Russian
poet. His influence in Russian literature has not been surpassed
by that of any other poet. Pushkin was descended, on his father's
side, from an aristocratic family, and, on his mother's side, from
Peter the Great's favourite negro, Hannibal. He was killed in a
duel.
RACHMANOV,               .    A dramatist; author of The Deputy from the
Baltic.
REMIZOV, Alexei (1877- ). A writer of folk-tales, legends and
Russian history. In his writings about the Revolution he welcomes
it as a purifier of national consciousness.
SALTYKOV-SCHEDRIN, Mikhail Evgrafovich (1826-1889). Novelist.
Belonged to an ancient noble family. He became a writer of great
distinction. His "provincial sketches" presented some extra-
ordinary gloomy pictures of oppression and dishonesty in Tsarist
Russia.
SEMASHKO, Nikolai A. Formerly Commissar of Health and author of
Health Protection in the U.S.SJR.
SEMYONOV, Sergei (1893- ). Son of a metal worker. He took part
in the Revolution and held responsible military posts. From 1921
he, became known as a promising literary novice, and his novel,
Natalia Tarpova, published in 1927, made him a realistic writer
of great reputation in Soviet Russia.
SHCHERBAKOV, Alexander. Colonel-General. Secretary of Moscow
Regional and City Committee of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union. Assistant People's Commissar for Defence.
SHENSHIN, Afanasi Afanasevich (1820-1892). One of the most melo-
dious of the minor Russian poets. His poems are short but contain
much lyrical beauty. Wrote under pen-name of "Fet."
SHOSTAKOVICH, Dmitri (1906- ). He is the most brilliant of Soviet
composers. Has written operas, ballets, symphonies, concertos,
and music for theatre and cinema. His Seventh Symphony, the
Leningrad symphony, was written during the siege of Leningrad
in 1941.
SPERANSKY, Michail Michailovitch (1772-1839). Son of a priest.
Educated in an Ecclesiastical College (Seminary). Was Professor
of Mathematics and Physics. Became a Minister in the Tsarist
Government and served from 1809 to 1812.
STAKHANOV, Alexei Grigorevich. Ukrainian miner. Is the originator
of the movement for higher productivity, which, starting with
heavy industries, has now spread to other branches of economic
activity. He is now a Deputy of the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R.
STALIN,- Joseph Vissarionovitch. Marshal (1879- ). Premier of
Soviet Russia. Joined the Socialist revolutionary movement in the
Caucasian oilfields, and was repeatedly imprisoned and exiled to
Siberia. After the Russian Revolution in March 1917 he became